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Planning Area: Guadalupe Hills (1) 
 
Administrative Parcel: State and County Park (09) 
 
Location and description: The Guadalupe Hills portion of the County and State Park 
consists of two large areas separated by Guadalupe Canyon Parkway (Figures 1-09 
A-C). The habitat is quite different on either side; the southern side is characterized by 
steep slopes and extensive brush, while the northern side consists primarily of 
grassland habitat interspersed with patches of exotic species such as gorse. 
 
Ownership: The portion of the Park south of GCP is owned by San Mateo County (the 
County) and the portion north of GCP is owned by the State of California. However, 
since the County is currently managing the planning activities and will manage the 
physical development of the park, for HCP purposes the entire parcel will be considered 
as being under County Park administration. 
 
Project: Both areas of the park will contain unpaved hiking and bicycle trails; on the 
north side of Guadalupe Canyon Parkway there will also be a park maintenance and 
facilities area. Most of the proposed trails will be created out of existing off road 
vehicles trails, with some upgrading or realignment as necessary (Harry Dean, pers. 
comm.). On the southern side of GCP a new trail will be cut through the brush. 
 
Status: This is a planned parcel. A Master Plan for the County Park was recently 
adopted by the County Board of Supervisors. 
 
Biological Issues: Both portions of the Park within the Guadalupe Hills planning area 
are important habitat for the Mission Blue and the Callippe (See Figures 1-09 D-E). The 
northern portion contains host plant species which are used by the insects, while the 
southern portion is a valuable corridor linking the butterfly colonies. The importance of 
both areas will be greatly magnified if currently proposed development takes place in 
the other parcels within the Guadalupe Hills planning area. 
 
Much of the area has been invaded by gorse and other exotics, particularly to the north 
of GCP. These plants generally remove large areas of native habitat by growing quickly 
and in large, thick patches. Their control or eradication will be necessary if any habitat 
is to be reclaimed. It is likely that the State park portion of this parcel contained prime 
habitat for the butterflies of concern only a few years ago, but has quickly been 
degraded by the invasion of gorse. For this reason, the state portion of the park is 
especially targeted for habitat enhancement. 
 
Impact: It appears that trail construction in this area will not have a significant 
impact on the species of concern. The maintenance area will remove a small 
portion of potential habitat, but its impact is negligible. Depending on the level of 
use of the trails in these areas, there may be impacts from human encroachment. 
 
HCP Objectives - Specific Conservation needs: The HCP approach with regard to 
this part of the park lands is to improve the existing habitat using habitat enhancement, 
brush/exotic control and native grassland reclamation techniques; to conserve areas 
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which contain butterfly habitat; and to improve the corridor quality of this area. In the 
early years this may be a useful area for experimentation of techniques. 
 
One of the specific needs of this parcel is management of the brush and exotics 
which have invaded the grassland, decreasing its area and forming barriers across 
corridors. This may in part be accomplished using habitat modification techniques 
such as chaining, scraping, and burning followed by the re-introduction of grassland 
species. Conservation measures will have to be applied to areas which are defined as 
current butterfly habitat. This means that these areas will be avoided during 
construction or habitat modification activities. The eradication of exotics in sensitive 
habitat areas will have to be accomplished by hand. 
 
Operating Program 
 
Obligations: The County has the following obligations: 
 
1.  Compliance with mitigation measures set forth in the Operating Program for 
Management Units 1-09-01 and 1-09-02. 
2.  Compliance with the Planning Assistance requirements set forth in the Operating 
Program for Management Units 1-09-01 and 1-09-02. 
3.  Participation in the regulatory and funding provisions of the HCP. 
4.  Submit the final grading plan of trails and the maintenance facility, used to obtain a 
grading permit. The plan shall provide for temporary fencing to protect all Retained 
Habitat as necessary. 
5.  Obtain approvals of any changes in plans or other uses which would alter the 
current state of the parcel as required by Chapter Five (F) (4) . 
 
The Plan Operator has the following obligations: 
 
1.  Execution of the Operating Program for Management Units 1-09-01 and 1-09-02. 
2.  Advice and direction to the County in their compliance with the Operating 
program in Units 1-09-01 and 1-09-02. 
3.  Timely response to County's submittal of plans which require Operator review and 
approval. 
 
Management Units: 
 
1. 1-09-01. This Management Unit consists of the State park portion of this parcel, 
which is on the north side of Guadalupe Canyon Parkway. It is bordered on the west by 
the Saddle Planning Area portion of the State Park, and on the east by the Rio Verde 
Estates Parcel. It supports a large concentration of Callippe and Mission blue, but has  
also been heavily invaded by gorse 
 
a.  During Park development and as necessary, initiate measures to eradicate exotics 
in entire unit; those in more sensitive habitat areas will be eradicated by hand. 
 
b.  At the appropriate time, re-introduce native species into grassland areas to be 
enhanced. 
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c.  During construction of trails, post signs indicating that park patrons must remain on 
trails, explaining that the area is habitat for the butterflies of concern and is undergoing 
enhancement activities. 
 
d.  Patrol park areas to insure users are staying on trails, and in problem areas use 
stronger measures to deter encroachment into the grassland (e.g., fencing, heavier 
patrols). 
 
e.  During the appropriate time of year, monitor plant and butterfly populations for 
major changes in distribution or size. 
 
2. 1-09-0Z. This Management Unit comprises the County park area south of 
Guadalupe Canyon Parkway, bordered on the west by the County park parcel in the 
Radio Ridge Planning Area, and on the east by the Guadalupe Valley West parcel. 
This portion of the park is characterized by heavy brush, and is a valuable corridor 
area. 
 
a.  Implement brush control measures along border of the Guadalupe Valley West 
Administrative Parcel and GCP; eradicate by hand, if necessary, in order to widen the 
corridor now used by the butterflies of concern, and increase the amount of habitat 
available to them. Maintenance of the corridor will also be required. 
 
b. Introduce native grassland species, including host plants, into areas where brush 
has been removed. 
 
c. Eradicate gorse, and any other expansive exotics, as much as possible from entire 
unit and introduce host plants in their place as' appropriate. Immediately begin by 
removing small pioneering stands. 
 
d. During trail construction, install signs asking patrons to remain on trails. 
 
e. During appropriate seasons, monitor area for changes in plant distribution 
and butterfly use. 
 














